[Viral hepatitis in pregnancy and materno-fetal transmission of the B virus].
Acute viral hepatitis is the most common cause of jaundice in pregnant women. In Western Europe and North America acute hepatitis is equally frequent and severe during and outside pregnancy, whereas its frequency and severity are higher during pregnancy in developing countries. The foetal prognosis is dependent upon the severity of the disease in the mother; there is no increase in the incidence of congenital malformations or mongolism. The mode of transmission of hepatitis B virus from mother to foetus is well known. The risk is particularly high in HBe Ag-positive women. In the majority of cases the disease is transmitted during labour or by maternal nursing after birth. Transmission through milk is of minor importance and transmission before birth is rare. It is now possible to prevent maternal foetal transmission by giving infants of HBs Ag-positive mothers an injection of anti-HBs gammaglobulins at birth and by vaccinating them against hepatitis B virus in the same way as adults. Neonates respond well to vaccination. These prophylactic measures offer hopes of eradicating chronic hepatitis, virus-induced cirrhosis of the liver and hepatocellular carcinoma.